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House of Burgess: Twitter ban 
Trump? 


Social network can; it should; it won't 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Remember the good old days of, say, 10 months ago, when you didn’t used 
to wake up in a cold sweat, wondering what new, dangerously unhinged 
nonsense the president had written on his Twitter account while you were 


asleep? 


Ah, memories. 


This thought came to mind when I read this tweet from @realDonaldTrump, 


casually threatening the deaths of millions on a Saturday night. 


“Just heard Foreign Minister of North Korea speak at U.N. If he echoes 
thoughts of Little Rocket Man, they won’t be around much longer!” 


President Donald Trump wrote Sept. 23. 


Now, I’m no lawyer, but it appears as though a president openly musing 
about nuclear apocalypse would have to violate the website’s Terms of 
Service, no? I mean, if you or I levied a similarly credible threat of mass 
violence, we’d be banned immediately, right? According to The Twitter 


Rules, there are very clear-cut guidelines. 


“We believe in freedom of expression and in speaking truth to power, but 
that means little as an underlying philosophy if voices are silenced because 
people are afraid to speak up. In order to ensure that people feel safe 
expressing diverse opinions and beliefs, we do not tolerate behavior that 
crosses the line into abuse, including behavior that harasses, intimidates, or 
uses fear to silence another user’s voice. Any accounts and related accounts 
engaging in the activities specified below may be temporarily locked and/or 


subject to permanent suspension,” it reads, in part. 


“You may not make threats of violence or promote violence, including 
threatening or promoting terrorism. You may not incite or engage in the 


targeted abuse or harassment of others. Some of the factors that we may 


consider when evaluating abusive behavior include: if a primary purpose of 

the reported account is to harass or send abusive messages to others; if the 

reported behavior is one-sided or includes threats; if the reported account is 
inciting others to harass another account; and if the reported account is 


sending harassing messages to an account from multiple accounts.” 


Oh, really, Twitter? Would you like me to show you countless examples of 
Trump violating this language? To hear Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey tell it, 
though, there doesn’t seem to be a line the president could cross based on 


his job title alone. 


“We hold all accounts to the same standards on our policy, and we want to 
make sure that independent of who you are or where you’re coming from, 
you understand the guidelines, what our policies are, and what that means. 
We now have 11 years of a corpus of opinions, statements, emotions, facts, 
falsehoods — everything you can imagine. It’s all archived in the Library of 
Congress, as well, in real time. It’s really interesting right now that people 
are taking the present day and going back to previous statements. So the 
public nature of the platform, and the fact that tweets stick around, is 
becoming critical to accountability,” Dorsey told Wired’s Steven Levy on 


April 26, when asked about Trump’s Twitter usage. 


“We are going to hold all accounts to the same standards. Our policy does 
[account for] newsworthiness as well, and that was requested by our policy 


team. So we’re not taking something down that people should be able to 


report on and actually show that this is what the source said. It’s really 
important to make sure that we provide that source for the right reporting, 


and to minimize bias in articles.” 


To quote actor Charlie Murphy’s description of ‘80s pop star Rick James, 


Trump is a “habitual line-stepper.” 


Twitter is a private, not government, entity. It doesn’t owe you, me, Trump 
or anyone else a platform — especially if said user violates its own self- 
professed rules. Yet, to Twitter, not banning Trump is a business decision. 
Its service is the president’s favorite means of communication, which makes 
Twitter vital. (His account has close to 40 million followers.) Twitter also 


doesn’t want to be seen playing favorites politically. 


But if humanity comes to a fiery end because of one of Trump’s ill-conceived 
tweets, it will be all your fault, Jack. And the worst part is, I won’t even be 


around to say I told you so. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached via email at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


